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I had the honor of lunching on Wednesday with Gary Hart, the former Colorado 
senator, who is both a seriously insightful political observer and a central character 
in my next book. (More on that when I actually get around to writing the thing.) 
Senator Hart reminded me that, as chairman of a Senate subcommittee on nuclear 
regulation in 1979, he led an investigation into the near-disaster at the Three Mile 
Island nuclear plant. He told me we were much closer to a Fukushima in this 
country than most Americans ever realized. (I don’t know about you, but I was 10 
at the time, and my only real memory of that moment is of Dan Akroyd dressed up 
as a giant, irradiated Jimmy Carter on “Saturday Night Live,” peering into high-
rises like King Kong.) 

 Three Mile Island 

Not long after our conversation, a friend of Senator Hart’s sent him this link, which 
he shared with me, and which I now share with all of you. It features the audio of 
an interview the senator did on “Meet the Press” while the crisis was unfolding. It’s 
striking both for the drama of the moment and for Hart’s prescience on the danger 
posed by these kinds of reactors. Hart recalls being branded an alarmist because 



of his warnings during this period. For the record, he has long favored nuclear 
power in this country, but only if the design of the plants were held to a higher 
standard than the type used at Three Mile Island and at Fukushima. 

 

COMMENTS 

 

1. Maurices  
Houston 
March 21st, 2011 
7:58 pm 
To get nuclear plants built, the taxpayers pay, because no one will risk his own money on them. 
When they don't blow, the "investors" win, and pay lobbyists. When one blows, the taxpayers pay 
all but the lobbyists, who have already been paid, and are then paid yet again by the said 
"investors". 
If the taxpayers would pay a little more for solar thermal (they have already paid a little, at 
Solar One et seq.) and if the power lobby would allow distribution lines to solar thermal 
(and wind) to compete with coal ones, the cost would go down with experience (not up, as 
with nuclear), then we would have cheap power without ANY blight or whistles in the night. 
We could also get the cost of food down by getting rid of grain-based fuel. Of course, a type 
of environmentalist prefers starvation and irradiation to dispossession of jackrabbits and others 
who make their home in the Mojave desert. 
The biggest winners in my scheme would be Windex and Spain. The losers would be coal and 
some wildlife and some few environmentalists. 

 


